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Bo much injustice was done, and so
many losses were sustained by the set-
tlers, that this jumping of claims came in
time to be considered the most heinous
offence known, and, in self-defense, the
otherwise penceful and law-abiding pio-

neers came at last to resort to mob-vio-
longe to protect themselves and their
homen, and many would-be elsim jump-
ors were compelled to alide by the de-
cisions of that most inexorable of judges
—Judge Lynch. |

A part of the lands ineluded in the |
Mineral Point land offleo. distriet, which
came into market in 1852, were changed
to the Btevens' Point land distviet, which
was opened in the fall of 1853, There
was a lapse of time bLetween the ehange
and the time of npening the Stevens' Point
office. In the meantime the lands were
being settled up rapiidly, and when the !
offfee was opened there was a rosh of set.
tlers to secure their homes, and slso n
firm determination on the part of all that |
settlers should not be defrauded of their |
rights. |

In connection with thess chunges oceur-
red one of the most noted inetances of mob-
law in defense of claims with which the
writer is aogquainted. This occurred in ]
Adnms countly, Wisconsin, near where
the village of White Creek (then Cascade) |
now stands,

There was n man living there named
Lamphire, who was possessed of a little
mwoney, but was destitute of principle,
and had fully made up his mind to buy a
piece of land of the government upon
which some ove had made improvements,
if such athing could be mecomplished.
Mob-law bad not yet been practiced to
any extent in that region, and he had not
the fear of any sach interference before
him.

The opportunity for which he had been
watching now seomed to offer. A young
man named Samuel Barker had a elaim
on which he had made considerable im-
provements. Not thinking that any one
wonld take unjust advantage, and being
of rather an easy disposition, he allowed
two or three days to elapse before he vis-
ited the land office, it not being quite con-
venient to do otherwise. The knowledge
of this eame to Lamphire, and he set out
on foot to the Stevens' Point land office,
the roads being bad, with the intention of
getting Barker's elaim. But he was in-
disereet enough to inform some one of his
intention before starting, and he was hard-
Iy on the road before Barkor was informed
of his journey and  Lis ervand, He waa
also soon on his way, on horseback, bent
on the same arrand, and, taking a nearer
route, was at Stevens' Point, had his land
piid for, and his deed made out, about
three hours bLefore Lamphire arrived,
foot-sore and weary, only to find himself
too late,

He accapted his disappointment with
as good o grace as it was possible for him
to nssume, but topk the opportunity to |
Iook over the land office books to see
what opportunities might offer in future.
He found that the pre-amption of one
Jimmy Gaines, taken out at the Mineral
Point office, had expired, and that the
land was now in the market at govern-
ment price. This was an unexpected dis-
covery, as he knew that Gaines (a hard-
working Irish farmer, and a near neigh-
bory) had been making efforts to procure
money for the purchase of the land, and
fie had himself hoard him say that he had
Boen suceesafal, that he had sent the re-
«uired:sum to the land office, and that
he bad been In time,

The facts were that Gaines had made
his arrangements all right but that the
man by whose hands he had pent the

money had been nagial&:nt. and bad put
d‘ going to the land for a fow days,
not with any wilful intent, but through |
the of #putting ofl” to which we
are all more ov less subject.

This was such an opportunity as Lam- |

would not hesitate to saize, and no |

of neighborly kindnese, no sympa-

thy for the man whom he knew had
worked hand to make a fow improve-
ments, and who, while supporting a large
family, had put forth almost superhuman
# to oblgin the swmall sum of

money which would glve him a title to
his hiowie, praventad Lamphire from tak-
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| consumption,

| deed to the place,

once there took no pains to conooal his

“luck,” a8 ho chose to eall this plece of

injustics.
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ance and ts of right
and justioe, and even eloquent persus-
slons were used, but all to no purpose,
Being afraid, or ashamed, to persist in his
resolution in his own person, Lamphire,
voward-like, at last attempted to cast the
blame on his wife, saying that she refused
to sign any deed he might give for the
form,

This was the anly bold attempt at jump-
ing & claim that had occurred in the
neighborbood, and execitement ran high
among the settlers, not only on acconnt of
sympathy with Gaines, but also from a
knowladge that if they meekly submitted
to an encronchment on the righta of one
of their nuinber all the others migllt rea-
sonably look for similar treatment, in case
that, through any unforseen misfortune,
an opportunity offered to dispossess them.

Several days passed during which
Lamphire was not spoken to on the sub-
ject, and he was beginning to congratu-
late himself that every one had made up
their minds that they could not move
him, either by legal or other means, and
that he would be allowed peaceful posses-
sion of the estate. But it was the calm
that precedes the storm.

He was silting at his window one even-
ing when he saw & company of men ap-
proaching and filing up the path that led
to his house. He could see by the moon-
light that their faces were concealed, and
also that they wore such clothing as was
caleuluted to disguise their persons, and
he was not long iu guessing their object.
As they came on he had time to count
them, and found that there were fourteen
in the company, A dog belonging to
Lamphire sprang out with a lound bark,
when one of the men drew a pistol and
shot him dead in hia tracks.

Lamphire bad already taken down &
loaded shot-gun, and at this he raised the
window and fired into the crowd. The

| shot hit one of the number, Urson Poaler,

and taking effect in one of his lungs, in-
flicted 8 wound which, althongh not eon-
sidered serious at the time, eaused his
death some two or three yeurs after, the
lung never healing, but ending in quick

These men had not coms here without
a determined purpose, but they were now
oxasperated beyond measure. They ten-
dered money—government price—on the
land, and demanded a deed. Lamphire
regorted to the old dodge of throwing all
responsibility on his wife, who, being ap-
pealed to refused point blank to give o
A rope was produced,
and being placed around Mre, Lamphire,
she was dragged into the yard and rough-
Iy handled, until, with the fear of hang-
ing before her, she at last consented to
sign the desd. She was nceordingly con-
veyed back to the house, and papers made |
out and signed, which conveyed the dis- |
puted premises back to (fsines, the right-
ful owner, |

Had these men met with a peaceful re-

| ception they would have condacted them-

selves in a peaceable manuer, but the fir-
ing of the gun and wounding of one of
their number roused all the firs “in their
natures, and they did not leave the houso
until they had committed somne rash acts,
and the house and furniture gave proof
that it had been radely dealt with,

Lamphire bronght legal procesdings, in
an attempt to re-possoss himself of the
land, on the ground that it had been ob-
tained through frand and intimidation,
but he was not suceessful.

Through some means such mattara al-
ways lenk out, and Lamphire obtained
the pames of the parties who bad paid
him hin evening visit. He had them
prosecuted, and an indictment for riot
waa taken out against all fourteen of the
men.  But such was the public sentiment
on the matter at the time, even with
judge and jury, that the ease could nnt
be brought to u trial but was put off, on |
one pretext or another, term after term of
court. Bometimes all the accused parties
could not be found; at othera important |
witnesses would be missing. There was |
skulking and dodging to aveid trial, and |
although well assured that they would |
ngver be callad npon to suffer either fine |
or imprisonment, the rioters became tired |
of this and made a bold and successful |
move to end the matter, It never got in-
to the records of loeal politics, nov waa it |
generally known ontslde the “ring" which |
planned the maneuver, but this was the
way it was done:

Adistrict attorney waa to be elected.
He must be one pledged to the interests
of the indicted riotérs, or their case would
go hard with them. A new lawyer had
come into the country and bad opened an
office for the practice of law at Quincy,
the county seat. Upon him they hit as
the man most likely to be elecled, and a
very proper person, provided he could be
won over to their side,

In a lonely spot on the banks of the
Winconsin river the bargain was made
between two or three of the interested
parties and Lawyer P——, which was to
elect the latler district altorney and free
the rioters from the difieulty under
which they were placed. Almost without
oppoaition P—— was elecled, and at the
next term of court the suit was thrown
out of court on some pretext, and the peo-
ple did not trouble themselves to enquire
too closely whether this _mm was
wholly legal or otherwise, effectu.-
ally the jumping of claima in that
| vicinity, and everybody cried “Right!"
“Justice!”

Lamphire found himself the most un-
popular and despised man in that region,
and was finally obliged to leave the conn-
try where everyone was against him, and
whare he had not a single friend.

Ginines, with all an Irishman's love for

the b ealls “home,” mottled down on
the ted land, raised his family there,
and by and industry
mnd. s llving there at this
e.
1” [ Al mmm
-m ﬁ-n
lu!olbdr::: w

| bly throw any light

| Osear ¥. Jackson, a neighbor of Wallace,

| pany of Wallace.

| apd looked after his personal safety and

sutiering from Injustice, And to deal out
mﬁbutlmudmhhmt in their own
way. This is called Lynch Law, n prac-

tice which, al ongh harsh
e t m
u nicalities of |

lawe gver allgWwed to stand fn the waynf
J

1 e adjudged
guilly of & crime, and sentence passed
upon him, there is no delay, but sum-
mary punishment is dealt out at onee,
California and other mining countries have
furnished striking examples of this prac-
tice, but the Northwest, although loss
wild and rough, less given to seenes that
called for these extrepe measures, is' nob
wanting, in its early history, in examples
of this kind.

In the Northwestern part of Wright
county, Minnesots, in the year '40, 1
think, there occurred an instance of this |
kind that will bear relating : |

Ina lovely spot, some distance from
any neighbors, lived an old bachelor
named William Wallace, 8 penceful, inof.
fensive, and an industrious man, who at-
tended to his own business and was gen-
erally well liked. Bome time in July of
the year of which I write, Wallnce was
known to have received a considerable
sum of money from the East, This money
was known to have been mostly made up
of two dollar Lills on o certsin New Eng-
land bank. No great stress was put up-
on these facts at the time, but circum-
stances soon occurred to recall everything
known in connection with this money, |

A few weeks after it was recsived, a
neighbor hiad occasion to go to the house
of Wallace one morning to see him on
business, and found the house unocen-
pied and baving that deserted look, so
guickly. seen Lut so0 hard to desecribe,
which made it apparent that no one had
been there for some time. It was then
remembered that Wallace had not been
seen for several days. Search was insti.
tuted, and following & path down to a
marsh where he iwd been known to have
been entting liay, the dead bdy of Wal-
lace was soon  discovered lying beside
the poth, with the back of his head
erushed in, as if with a club or some
heavy weapon.  Further search was
made, and the club with which the Llow |
Baed evidently Twen struck (o sled stuke) |
wns found not far distant. From thence

pavtios procemded to the house. Nothing |
seemed to have been disturbed, but no |
money eoukl Le found about the pluce, A

valunhle gl wateh, a large and heavy | |

one of alid English manufacture, was ||Im]

| misging, Lut there was nothing .to give a

cliun to the perpetrator of the dark deed.
So the body was decently buried, and the |
fow friends who had Iumml the man ast-
ed as mouruers,

But the dewd was not soon forgotten,
The wemory of the cold, stiff form foun:d
lying down there in the wet marsh, half
hidden by the tall grasses, seamed to
haunt the minds of those who saw it,
and every circumstance that could possi-
on the matter was
brought to mind nnd talked over.

It was yemembered that & man named

had been bLelping him  cut bay, and
upon close investigation he was the
last man known to have been in the com-
Buspicion afler a time
begun to point to Jackson as the murder-
er, but without sufficient grounds on
which to base & legal charge. Ho was
closely watched, and wtwo dollar Lill of
the denomioation konown to have heen
owned by Wallace was traced to him.
This wns but a small matter, for numer-
ons similar lills were found to be in eir-
culation in the country. This was all,
not much to read or to tell, and certuinly
not enough to eonviet a man, but & name-
less something was afloat that marked
Jackson as the culprit, and at last he was
arrested on suspicion of murder.

He procured the ablest eounsel to be
had in that region, and after a fair and
impartial trinl, was acquitted.

But the matter did not end here. In
spite of the decisions of judge and jury
publie opinion was against him, and in
the minds of the people ho was adjudged
a8 guilty of “murder most foul” Bo
strang was this prejudice against him,
and so forcibly did it make iteelf felt,
that on the day after his release from the
county jail Jackson deemed it prudent to
leave the place, and went toSt. Paul, where
friends who believed him to be innocent
of the erime of which he was charged,
took ears of him, gave him employment,

comfort. This went on for & month or
more. Mesanwhile, back in Wright coun-
ty, the placa of the murder, the memory
of the deed was not allowed to rest in ob-
livion, but was kept fresh and new fuel
was constantly added to the flame of pub-
lic rage. A desire to avengo the deed
arose in the minds of the people, and, like
a little leaven, it gradually spread until
the idea seemed to take possession of all
that Jackson must soffer death for the
murder of Wallace, for in spite of the
Inck of positive proof to that effect, he
wae firmly believed to be guilty of the
erime.

Various means were resorted to to lure
Nim back to his old home. At one time
he was arrested on a trumped up charge
of stealing & gun, but succeeded in ob-
taining his release as the justios bLefore
whom he was taken belonged in Wright
eounty and had no jurisdiction in 8t. Panl.

8o persistent were the efforts of the
people of Wright eounty to capture Jack-
son that his friends at 8t. Paul became
alarmed, and adyvised him to leave the
country. They furnished him a disguise,
gave him quite a sum of money, and one
evening bade him good-bye, expecting
him to go down the river, where he could
obtain employment and be safe. Instead
of doing this he went direetly back to his
old home, either to see his wife and fam-
fly ones more, or, as some supposed, to
take with him the money which had been
the cause of the crime.

Whatever was his motive, his presence
in the neighborhood was discoverad, and
witlin an hour of the time of his arrival
hl"ll peized by a body of men, given a

e T
was |

plagod around hin neok, and ho was h
within a fow faet of the door. His
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| acted as counsel for Jackson at hia first

body was left hanging there to be the
sport of the elements, or the prey of wild
beasts. There it hung, a sad commentary

vng. nature u as-
mian, until bis mls at 88 Paul,
of the ocenrrende, took

down and gave it a decen ﬁ
Years passed, and this story aof early
ys was almost forgottéh in the Push of
ing events. Wal norelntives

—ut least none ever came to claim his
home, and it passed into the hands of
strangers.  Improvements were Leing
made on it, and among other things some
sbeds and piles of straw were removed.
A boy was at work at this, and seeing
some glittering thing, picked it up and
found it to bea gold watch, the large,
heavy cases woll preserved, but the
works so ladly corroded ns to be worth-
less, Near by was found & large leath-
ern pocket-book which seemed to have
been well filled, but the contents dropped
to pieces at a touch, and were so decayed
by dampness and time as to be unrecog-
nizable,

The wateh was vecognized by old set-
tlers as the one that Wallace had once
owned. From all this it seemed evident
that the murderer had never carried oft
the wealth for which the crime had been
committed. Nor was this all. The one
who related this tale to me was a friend
of Jackson, and had always believed in
his innocence. Long after the discovery
of the watch and pocket-book, he was in
conversation with the attorney who had

trial. All the parties to the transaction
were «dead, and they were talking the
matter over, ns we will talk over by-gone
scenes, Said the friend:

“You, as an attorney, must have known
the truth of the matter, and at this late
day it can do no harm to tell it. Was
Jackson guilty or not guilty of the crime
of which he was accused, and for which
he suffered death 1"

Said the gray-haired attorney: “I have |

| always made it a point in defending erim- |

inals, to know from them the exact truth |
of the matter, so that I may know how to |
act to the best advantage. I represented
this to Jackson and said to him: *If my
client is innocent I can press my witness-
es on all points, If guilty there are some
things that it is best to pass over lightly.! |
To this Jackson made roply: 1 think it
will be best to pass them over lightly'™

8o even in this conviction on cireum-
stantinl avidence the decision of “Judge
Lyneh" was found to hinve been just; and
if the sentence was not Justifinble, it was
more the fuult of the times than ol the
men who executed it,

ANOTILER CASR,

In Wanshara county, Wisconsin, in ils
enrly days, occurred another case of
lynching which illustrates the wild and
lawless spivit of the times. If this spirit
was usually kept in check it only wanted
an opportunity to burst into lifs, only a
spark was needed to kindle the flame.
and it would spread, like the peaivie five,
until it was beyond the power of control.

&t this late day we are unable to give
the names of any of the parties, but eun
vouch for the correctness of the facts re-
lated :

There was living in the pine regions of
this county & man who was gensrally
known as a desperate churacter, and who
was universally feared. For some law-
less act of his o warrant was issued and
placed in the hamnda of the Wanshara
county sherifl, to whom was poneigned
the nndesirable task of arrvesting this
desperado and  bringing him to  trial.
This man, whom for convenience in men-
tioning we will call Baxter, had resolved
not to be taken, and Leing closoly pressed
by the sheriff who was & brave man,
trew o pistol and ‘shot him dead, then
coolly walked off, not even trying to es-
caps, but trusting to the reputation
which he bore as a bully and & dangerous
man to save him from molestation.

Dut he was not the only brave or reck-
less man in that region, and it was de-
ereod that he should not eseapa so easily,
The life of an officer, engaged in the
peaceable discharge of his duties, had
been taken, and now it was determined
that the life of the lawless desperado who
committed the deed should pny the pen-
alty. A night was appointed on which
to exeente vengeance, and from the lum-
ber eamps, from homes, and from, no one
knows where, a large body of men col-
lected with a determination to avenge the
muwler

[To be Continued.)
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We have the Exclusive sale of the above for Shiawassee County, and are

Vernon, by JOHN HOPKINS,
Byron, by WILLIAMS & DEVORE,
ROGER SHERMAN,
8, OLCOTT.
l.uhsgnlmrg. by FRAIN BROS,,

Bancroft, by
Perry, by K.

Represented at

Henderson, by
Oukley. by G
Juad

Bennington, by D. R, SBALISBURG & 0O,
Hartwellville, by LUTHER WRIGHT,

BARE B
). ROOT,
Jorners, by HENRY CAMERON.

These are the only parties who have

ROS,,

Genuine Oliver Plows and Repairs.

The Oliver Co. have a Blast Furnace at Pine Lake, Mich., and use the

Best Lake Superior Iron in all their Points,

Plain points, joc.

BUY

April 26, 1882

(No scrap.) Cutter Points, soc,

ONLY THE GENUINE!
ARTHUR McHARDY,

I Want Every Person
that I am Selling

ICARRIAGE TOPS,

CUSHIONS,

LAZY BACKS, NECK YOKES
RUBBER LAP COVERS,

And everything in the

OWOSS0,

to know

JARRIAGE TRIMMING

LINE for less money than any other Firm in Miechi-

gan.
material.

Call and examine Goods before Purchasing.

My Tops are put up in good style and of good

I Suar-

antee bnh’: Goon'.s' and Pru'm

GEO.

Carriage Tops,

NOS. 119, 121, & 123 MAIN ST.,

Manufacturer of *

Vg

Cushions, etc., and Dealer in Carriage

Trimmiug*s

Bend fo* Price I.Ist.

OWOSSO, MICH.

SPECIAL NOTICE

SPECIAL

NOTICE !

SUiyg SUirg SUirg

CHEAP! CHEAP! CHEAP!
FOR CASH,

FOR CASH,
FOR CASH.

NOW IS YOUR TIMI !
SAVE MONEY, SAVE MONEY ty Leaving Your Orders

Reduced Prices in order to make room for

SPRING STOCK !

DON'T MISS TIIE CHANCE.

Elegant Fits, Good Trimmings

UTNDERWHEAR

NECK-TIES, CAPS,

Cufl' Buttons: Scarf Pins at Cost
DON'T FORGET THE PLACE, AT

WESTLAKE’S
The Merchant Tailor,

Q’- un Ilv W'
a:%w

'l'su- l vo.. Angusty, lain

#% THOMAS' NEW BLbﬁg

OWOSS0O, MICH.
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